SECTION 4.2: PLANT-LIKE PROTISTS 
Plant-like protists are tiny living things that are not plants, but they act like plants.
They:
Live mostly in water 
Use sunlight to make food 
Are very important for life on Earth 
 How Do They Make Food?
Just like plants, they use photosynthesis.
That means:
They use sunlight 
Water 
Air 
To make their own food!
What Is Photosynthesis?
Photosynthesis is how plant-like protists and plants make their own food.
 What They Need:
Sunlight 
Water 
Air (carbon dioxide) 
 What They Make:
Food (sugar) 
Oxygen (the air we breathe!) 

 Easy Way to Remember

 Sun +  Water +  Air  ➡️  Food +  Oxygen
Example:
Think of photosynthesis like cooking:
Sunlight is the stove 
Water and air are the ingredients 
Food is the meal 
Plant-like protists cook their own food using sunshine!
 Green Algae / al-jee/
Green algae look green like plants 
Found in ponds, lakes, and oceans
Can be tiny or long and stringy
Are like the cousins of plants

 Fun fact: Plants probably came from green algae long ago!
 Brown Algae (Seaweed)
Brown algae are big and wavy 🌊
Many are called seaweed.
Live in oceans
Can grow very large (like kelp forests!)
Provide homes for fish 
They look brown because of special colors inside them.

 Red Algae
Red algae are usually red or pink 
Live deep in the ocean
Can catch sunlight even in dark water

Some red algae are used to make food like jelly 

 Seaweed (Big Algae)

Seaweed is a name for big algae you see in the ocean.
Seaweed can be:
Green 
Brown 
Red 
Seaweed is:

Not a plant
But acts like one!

 Diatoms / dai-uh-taamz
Diatoms are tiny protists with glass houses 
Their shells are made of silica (like glass)
Live in oceans and lakes
Float in water and make food with sunlight

They help make a LOT of the oxygen we breathe 

 Dinoflagellates /dai-now-fla-juh-luhts

Dinoflagellates are tiny swimmers 
Have little tails to move
Some glow in the dark at night 
Some can cause red tides
They are important ocean helpers but can sometimes cause problems.

 Why Are Plant-Like Protists Important?
They:
Make oxygen 
Feed ocean animals 
Help keep Earth healthy 

Without them, life would be very hard!

 Easy Remember Chart
Green Algae = green and plant-like 
Red Algae = live deep 
Seaweed = big ocean algae 
Diatoms = glass houses 
Dinoflagellates = glowing swimmers 
